The Ancient Worlds of Asia
The originality of the Shehel Sutun does not lie in its sumptuous decoration, however, as this can be equalled in many rich men's houses, but in its magnificent setting and the delightful way in which the columned terraces effect the transition from garden to interior. It is small in comparison with the garden, to which its design is subordinated. It must also be remembered that this building was once surrounded by a narrow canal. This supplied water to fountains and a pool both in the columned entrance-hall and the throne room. The garden was thus brought into the palace itself, right up to the sovereign's throne. This kind of scheme can be found today in certain modern buildings designed by Le Corbusier, Mies van Rohe and other contemporary architects. The throne, set in front of a huge mirrored recess, stood at the end of a long perspective of gardens, whilst the hall, running diagonally to this axis, might be considered as leading from one side of the garden to the other. To this happy combination of two elements can be added a third: the splendour of the Shah enthroned amidst his court. The spectacle of a royal audience never failed to impress by its grandeur, as Chardin relates:
"No more stately ceremony can be seen than that which the King of Persia gives in this hall. The King's throne, which is like a small rest-bed, is furnished with four thick cushions embroidered with pearls and precious stones. White eunuchs, small in stature and of great beauty, stand behind him in a semicircle, with four or five other taller eunuchs behind, holding his shining and richly ornamented weapons. The greatest nobles of the state stand on the sides of the dais which bears the throne. The lesser nobles stand on the second dais. The high-born youths and those not admitted to the inner circle close to the king stand at the end of the hallway with the musicians. The serving officers stand in the garden within sight of the king."
Of the remaining buildings of the royal court, summer-houses, harem, private houses and shops, only a few remain and these arc of little interest. There were, however, buildings
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